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The Weekly Amufement. 





Saturday, October 26, 1765. 





HE writers who have 
undertaken the tafk 
of reconciling man: 
kind to their prefent 
ftate, and of reliev- 

y ing the difcontent 
re PERO produced by the va- 
rious diftribution of terrettrial ad- 
vantages, very frequently remind 
usthat we judge too haftily of good 
and evil, that we view only the fu- 
perficies of life, and determine of 
the whole by a very {mall part ; 
and that in the condition of men 
it frequently happens, that grief 
and fear, anxiety and defire, hie hid 
under the golden robes of profpe- 
rity, and the gloom of calamity is 
cheared by fecret radiations of hope 
and comfort ; as in the works of 
nature the bog is fometimes covered 
with flowers; and the mine conceal- 
ed in the barren crags. 

None but thofe mH have learned 
the art of fubjeéting their fenfes as 
well as their reafon to hypothetical 
fyftems, will be perfuaded by the 
moft f{pecious rhetorician that the 
lots of life are cqual ; yet it cannot 
be denied that every one has his 
peculiar pleafures and vexations, 
that external accidents operate va- 
rioufly upon different minds, and 
that no man can exaétly judge from 
his own fenfations what another 
would. feel in the fame circum- 
flances, 

If the general difpofition of 
things be eftimated by the reprefen- 
tation which every one makes of 
his own ttate, the world muft be 
confidered as the abode of forrow 
and mifery ; for how few can for- 
bear to relate their troubles and 








diftreffes? If we judge by the ac- 
count which may be obtained of 
every man’s fortune from others, it 
may he concluded, that we are all 
placed in an elyfian region, over- 
fpread with the luxuriance of 
plenty, and fanned by the breezes 
of felicity; fince fcarcely any com- 
plaint is uttercd without cenfure 
ftom thofe that hear it, and almoft 
all are allowed to have obtained a 
provifion at leaft adequate to their 
Virtue or their underflanding, to 
poffefs either more than they de- 
ferve, or more than they enjoy. 

We are either born with fuch dif 
fimilitude of temper and inclina- 
tions, or receive {o many of our 
ideas and opiaions from the ftate of 
life in which we are engaged, and 
the particular obje&s by which we 
are furrounded, that the griefs and 
cares of one part of mankind feem 
to the other hypocrify, folly, and 
affectation. Every clais of fociety 
has its cant of lamentation, which 
is underftood or regarded by none 
but them(elves ; ial every part of 
life has its uneafinefies, wich thofe 
who do not feel them will not com- 
mifferate. An event which f{preads 
terror and diftraétion over haif the 
commercial world, that afiembles 
the trading companies in councils 
and committees, and finks the 
hearts and fhakes the nerves of a 
thoufand fteckjobbers, is read by the 
landlord and the farmer with frigid 
indifference. An affair of love 
which fills the young brea with 
inceflant alternations of hope and 
fear, and ficals away the night and 
day from every other pleaiure or em- 
ployment, is regarded by them whole 
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pafions time has extinguifhed, asa 
trivial amufement, which can pro- 
perly raife neither joy, nor forrow, 
and which, though it may be fuf- 
fered to fill the vacuity of an idle 
moment, fhould always give way to 
prudence or intereft. 

He that never had any other defire 
than to fill a cheit with money, or 
to add another manor to his eftate, 
who never grieved but at a bad 
mortgage, or entered a company buf 
to make a bargain, would be afto- 
nifhed to hear of beings lnown 
among the polite and gay by the de- 
nomination of wits. How would 
he gape with curiofity, or grin with 
contempt, at the merition of beings 
who have no wifh but to fpeak what 
was never fpoke before ; who, i 
they happen to inherit wealth, often 
exhauft their patrimonies in treat- 
ing thofe who will hear them talk ; 
and if they are poor, neglect a 
thoufand opportunities of improv- 
ing their fortunes for the pleafure of 
making others laugh? How flowly 
would he believe that there are men 
who would rather lofe a legacy than 
the reputation of a diftich; who 
think it lefs difgrace to want money 
than repartee ; whom the vexation 
of having been foiled in a conte of 
raillery is fometimes fufiicient to de- 
prive of fleep; and who would 
efteem it a lighter evil to mifs a 
profitable bargain by fome acciden- 
tal delay, than not to have thought 
of afmart reply tll the time of pro- 
ducing it was pat? How little 
would he fufpeét that this child of 
idlenefs and frolick enters every 
aflembly with a beating bofom, 
like a litigant on the day of deci- 
fior, and revolves the probability of 
applaufe with all the anxiety of a 
confpirator whofe fate depends upon 
the next night; that at the hour of 
retirement he often carries home, 
amidit all his aify negligence, a 
heart lacetated with envy, or de- 
prefled with difappointment ; and 
immures himfelf in his ciofet, that 
he may difencumber his memory at 
jeifure, review the progrefs of the 
day, ftate with accuracy his lofs or 
gain of reputation, and examine the 
caufes of his failure or fucceifs ? 


Anxiety univerfal. 


And yet more remote from com- 
mon conceptions are the numerous’ 
and reftlefs anxieties, by which fe- 
male happinefs is particularly dif- 
turbed. A _ folitary philofopher 
would imagine ladies born with an 
exemption from care and forrow, 
lulled in perpetual fecurity, and 
feafted with unmingled pleafure ; 
for what cah intéfrupt the coatent 
of thofeé, upon whom One age has 
laboured after another to confer ho- 
nours, and accumulate immunities ; 
thofe to whom rudenefs is infamy, 
and infult is cowardice ; whofe eye 
commands the brave, and whofe 
{mile foftens the fevere ; whom the 
failor travels to adorn, the foldier 
bleeds to defend, and the poet wears 


f out life to celebrate; who claim 


tribute from every art and fcience, 
and for whom all who approach 
them endeavour to multiply delights, 
without requiring from them an 
return but willingnefs to be pleafed ? 
Surely, among thefe favourites of 
nature, thus unacquainted with 
toil and dangers felicity muft have 
fixed her refidence ; they muft know 
only the changes of more vivid or 
more gentle joys ; their life mutt 
always move either to the flow or 
fprightly melody of the lyre of 
ladnefs; they ¢an never affemble 
ut to pleafure, or retire but to 
peace. 
» Such would be the thoughts of 
every man who fhould hover at a 
diftance round the world, and know 
it only by conjecture and {pecula- 
tion. But experience will foon dif- 
cover how eaiily thofe are difgufted 
who have been made nice by plenty, 
and tender by indulgeace. He 
will foon fee to how many dangers 
power is expofed which has no 
other guard than youth and beauty, 
and how eafily that tranquillity is 
moleited which can only be foothed 
with the fongs of flattery. It is 
impoflible to fupply wants as faft as 
an idle imagination may be able to 
form them, or to removeall incon- 
veniencies by which elegance re- 
fined into impatience may be of- 
fended. None are fo hard to pleafe 
as thofe whom fatiety of pleafute 
makes weary of themfelves ; nor 
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Letter from a Peruvian Prineefs to her Lover. 


any fo readily provoked as thofe 
who have been always courted with 
an emulation of civility. 

There are indeed fome ftrokes 
which the envy of fate aims imme- 
diately atthe fair. The miftrefs of 
Catullus wept for her fparrow many 
centuries ago, and lap-dogs will be 
fometimes fick in the prefent age. 
The moft fafhionable brocade is 
fubjeé to ftains ; a pinner, the pride 
of Bruffels, may be torn by a care- 
leis wafher; a pi€ture may drop 
from a watch; or the triumph of a 
new fuit may be interrupted on the 
firt day of its enjoyment, and all 
diftin@tions of dreis unexpectedly 
obliterated by a general mourning. 

Such is the ftate of every aze, 
every fex, and every condition ; all 
have their cares, either from nature 
or from folly ; and whoever there- 
fore finds himfelf inclined to envy 
another, fhould remember that he 
knows not the real condition which 
he defires to obtain, but is certain 
that by indulging a vicious paflion, 
he mutt leffen that happinefs which 
he thinks already too fparingly be- 
ftowed. 


Letier from a Peruvian Princefs to 
her Lover. 


[Continued from Page 661.] 


i F I did not continue, my dear 

Aza, to take from my fleep the 
time that I give to thee, I fhould no 
more enjoy thofe delicious moments 
in which | exift for thee only. They 
have made me refume my virgin 
habits, and oblige me to remain all 
day in a room full of people, who 
are changed and renewed every mo- 
ment, without feeming to dimi- 
nifh. } 

This involuntary diffipation, in 
fpite of me, often caufes a fufpen- 
fion of my tender thoughts: But if 
for fome moments I lofe that lively 
attention which unites Our hearts, [ 
always find thee again in the advan- 
tageous comparifons I make of thee 
with whatever furrounds me. 
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In the different countries that I 
have paffed through, J] have not feen 
any favages fo haughtily familiar as 
thefe. The women in particular 
feem to have a kind of difdainful 
civility that difgufts human nature, 
and would perhaps infpire me with 
as thuch contempt for them, as they 
fhew for others, if 1 knew them 
better. 

One of them caufed an affront to 
be given me yeiterday, which ftill 
affiéts me. Juft when the affembly 
was moit numerous, after fhe had 
been {peaking to feveral perfons 
Without perceiving me; whether by 
chance, or that aa body made 
her take notice of me; as foon as 
fhe caft her eyes on me, fhe burf 
Out a laughing, quitted her place 
precipitately, came to me, made me 
rife, and, after having turned me 
backwards and forwards as often as 
her vivacity prompted, after having 
handled all the parts of my drels 
with a fcruptlous attention, fhe 
beckoned to a young man to draw 
near, and began again with him the 
examination of my figure, 

Though I fhewed a diflike to the 
liberty which both of them took, as 
the richnefs of the woman’s drefs 
made me take her for a Pallas, and 
the magnificence of the young man, 
who was all over plated with gold, 
made him look like an Anqui, (a) 
I dared not to oppofe their will : But 
this rafh favage, emboldened by the 
familiarity of the Pallas, and per- 
haps by my fubmiffion, having had 
the impudence to put his hand upon 
my neck, I pufhed it away witha 
furprize and indignation that fhew’d 
him I underftood good manners bet- 
ter than himfelf. 

Upon my crying out, the Ca- 
cique came up; and after he had 
{poke a few words to the young fa- 
vage, the latter, clapping one hand 
upon his fhoulder, fet up {uch alaugh 
as quite diftorted his figure. _ 

he Cacique difengaged himfelf, 
and, blufhing, fpoke to him in fo 
cold a tone, that the young man’s 


(a) Aprince of the blood.----There muft be leave from an Inca for a Peru- 
vian to wear gold upon his apparel, and the Inca gives this permiffion only to the 


princes of the biood royal, 
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676 An authentic Hifory cf Catharina Alexowna, Wife of Peter the Great. 


gaiety vanifhed : He feemed to have 
no more to fay, and retired witheut 
coming near us again. 

O my dear Aza, what a refpe& 
do the manners of this country 
rake me have for thofe of the chil- 
dren of the Sun! How does .the 
temerity of the young Angui bring 
back to my mind thy tender re- 
fpect, thy fage referve, and the 
charms of decency that reigned in 
our converfations! I perceived it 
the firft moment I faw thee, dear 
delight of my foul, and I fhall think 
of it all the days of my life. Thou 
alone uniteft in thyfelf all the per- 
feftions which natare has fhed upon 
mankind, as my heart has collected 
within it ail the fentimeuts of ten- 
dernefs and admiration that will 
attach me to thee till death. 


An authentic Hifory of Catharina 
Avexowna, Wife of Peter the Great. 


W OMEN, it has been obferved, 
are not naturally formed for 
great cares thermfelves, but to foften 
ours. ‘Their tendernefs is the pro- 
per reward for the dangers we un- 
dergo for their prefervation ; and 
the eafe and cheartulnefs of their 
converfation, our defirable retreat 
from the fatigues of intenfe applicz- 
tion. ‘They areconfined within the 
narrow limits of domeftic affiduity; 
and when they ftray beyond them, 
they move beyond their fphere, and 
confequentiy without grace, 

Fame therejore has been very un- 
jultly difpenfed among the female 
fex. ‘Thofe wholeaf deferved tobe 
remembered, meet our admiration 
and applavie; while many, who 
have been an honour to humanity, 
are pafied over in filence. Perhaps 
no age has produced a flronger in- 
ftanc: of mifvlaced fame than the 
prefent: the Semiramis & the Tha- 
Jeftris of antiquity are talked of, 
while a modern character, infinitely’ 
greater than either, is unnoticed 
and unl:nown. 

* Catherina Alexowna, born near 
Derpat, a littiecity in Livonia, was 


heir to no other inheritance than 
P . \ , 


the virtues and frugality of her 
parents. Her father being dead, 
fhe lived with her aged mother, in 
their cottage covered with ftraw ; 
and both, though very poor, were 
very contented. Here, retired from 
the gaze of the world, by the labour 
of ber hands, fhe fupported her pa- 
rent, who was now incapable of fup- 
poriuag herfelf. While Catharina 
{pun, the old woman would fit by, 
and read fome book of devotion ; 
thus when the fatigues of the day 
were over, both would fit down con- 
tentedly by their fire- fide, and enjoy 
the frugal meal with vacant feftivi- 
ae 

‘Though her face and perfon were 
models of perfeétion, yet her whole 
attention feemed beitowed upon her 
mind; her mother taught her to 
read, and an old Lutheran miniter 
inftruéted her in the maxims and 
duties of religion. Nature had fur- 
nifhed her not only with a ready 
but a folid turn of thought, not on- 
by with a ftrong but amght under- 
ftanding. Such truly female accom- 

lifiments procured her feveral fo- 
icitations of marriage from the 
peaiants cf the country ; but their 
offers were refuled: for fhe loved 
her mother too tenderly to think of 
a {€paration. 

Catharina was fifteen when her 
mother died; fhe now therefore left 
her cottage, and went to live with 
the Luthesaa minifter, by whom fhe 
had been initruéted from her child- 
hood. In his houfe fhe refided, in 
quality of governefs to his chil- 
dren; at once reconciling in her 
character unerring prudence with 
{urpriting vivacity. 

The old man, who regarded her 
as ove Of his own children, had her 
iniiruéted in dancing and mufic by 
the matters who attended the ref of 
his family ; thus the continued to 
improve till he died, by which ac- 
cident fhe was once more reduced to 
her priftine poverty. The country of 
Livonia was at this time wafted by 
var, and Jay in a mof muiferabie 
ftate of defolation. ‘Thofe calami- 
ties are cver moft heavy upon the 


his account w ve . iain ; 
@ This account was taken from the manufcript memoirs cf H, Spilman, Eq; 
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poor ; wherefore Catharina, though 
poficiied of fo many accomplith- 
ments, experienced all the miteries 
of hopelefs indigence. Provifions 
becoming every day more {carce, 
and her private flock being intirely 
nek fhe refolved at laft to tra- 
vel to Marienburgh, a city of greater 
plenty. 

With her fcanty wardrobe, pack- 
ed upin a wallet, fhe fet out on her 
journey On foot: fhe was to walk 
through aregion miferable by na- 
ture, but rendered {till more hide- 
ous by the Swedes and Rufhans, 
who, as each happened to become 
matters, plundered it at cifcretion: 
but hunger had taught her to de- 
fpife the dangers and fatigues of the 
way. 

One evening, upon her journey, 
as fhe had entered a cottage by the 
way-fide, to take up her lodging for 
the night, fhe was iniulted by two 
Swedifh foldiers, who infifled upon 
qualifying her, as they termed it, ¢o 
follow the camp. ‘They might, pro- 
bably have carried their iniults into 
violence, had not a fubaltern of- 
ficer, accidentally pafling by, come 
in to her affiftance: Upon his ap- 
pearing, the foldiers immediately 
ehiited : but her thankfulnefs was 
hardly greater than her furprife, 
when fhe inftantly recollected in her 
deliverer, the fon of the Lutheran 
minifter, her fomer initructor, be- 
nefactor, and friend. 

This was an happy interview 
for Catharina: the little ftock of 
money fhe had brought from home 
was by this time quite exhautted ; 
her clothes were gone, piece by 

iece, in order to fatisfy thofe who 

ad entertained her in their houfes ; 
her generous countryman, therefore, 

arted with what he could ipare, to 

uy her clothes, furnifhed her with 
a horfe, and gave her letters of re- 
commendation to Mr. Gluck, a 
faithful friend of his father’s, and 
Superintendantof Marienburgh. 

Our beautiful ftranger had only to 
appear to be well received ; fhe was 
immediately admitted into the Su- 
perintendant’s family, as governefs 
to his two daughters; and though 
yet but feventeen, flewed herfelf 
capable of initrucling her fex not 


only in virtue, but politenefs. Such 
was her good fenfe and beauty, that 
her mailer himfelf in a fhort time 
offered her his hand, which to his 
great furprize fhe thought proper to 
refufe. Awuated by a principle of 
gratitude, fhe was refolved to mar- 
ry her deliverer only, even tho’ he 
had loft an arm, and was otherwife 
disfigured by wounds in the fer- 
vice. 

In order therefore to prevent fur- 
ther folicirations from others, as 
foon as the officer cametotown upon 
duty, fhe offered him her perton, 
vhich he accepted with tranfporr, 
and their nuptials were folemrized 
as ufual. Butall the lines of her 
fortune were to be ftriking: the 
very day on which they were mar- 
ried the Ruffians laid fiege to Ma- 
rienburgh ; the unhappy foldier had 
now no time toenjoy the well earn- 
ed pleafures of matrimony; he 
was called off before confummation 
to an attack, from which he was 
never after feen to return. | 

In the mean time the fiege went 
on with fury, aggravated on one 
fide by obftinacy, on the other by 


‘revenge. This war between the two 


northern powers at that time was 
truly barbarous; the innocent pea- 
fant and the harmlefs virgin often 
fhared the fate of the foldier in 
arms. Marienburgh was taken by 
affault ; and fuch was the fury of 
the affailants, that not only the 
gariifon, but almoft all the inhabi- 
tants, men, women, and children, 
were put to the {fword; at length 
when the carnage was pretty well 
over, Catharina was found hid in 
an oven. 

She had been hitherto poor, but 
ftill was free ; fhe was now to con- 
form to her hard fate, and learn 
what it was to be a flave: in this 
fituation, however, the behaved 
with piety and hamility; and tho’ 
misfortunes had abated her vivaci- 
ty, yet fhe was chearful.. The fame 
of her merit & refignation reached 
even Prince Menzikoff, the Ruifian 
General ; he defired to fee her, was 
truck with her beauty, bought her 
from the foldier, her matter, and 
placed her under the dircction of 
his own filter. Here fhe was treated 
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deferved, while her beauty every 
day improved with her good for- 
tune. 

She had notbeen long in this fitu- 
ation, when Peter the Great paying 
the Prince a vifit, Catharina hap- 
pened to come in with fome dry 
fruits, which fhe ferved round with 
peculiar modeity. The mighty Mo- 
narch faw, and was ftruck with her 
beauty. He ret rned the next day, 
called for the beautiful flave, afked 
her feveral queftions, and found her 
underftanding even more perfect 
than her perion. 

He had been forced when young 
to marry from motives of interelt, 
he was now refolved to marry pur- 
fuant to his own inclinations. He 
immediately enquired the hiflory of 
the fair Livonian, who was not yet 
eighteen. He traced her through 
the vale of obfcurity, through all 
the viciflitudes of her fortune, and 
found her truly great in them all. 
The meannefs of her birth was no 
obftruction to his defiga ; their nup- 
tials were folemnized in private ; 
the Prince affuring his courtiers 
that virtue alone was the propereft 
ladder to a throne. 

We now fee Catharina, from the 
low mud-walled cottage, Emprefs 
of the greateit kingdom upon earth. 
‘The poor folitary wanderer is now 
f{yrrounded by thoufands, who find 
happincefs in her fmile. She, who 
formerly wanted a meal, is now 
capable of diffufing plenty upon 
whole nations. To her fortune fhe 
owed a partof this preheminence, 
but to her virtues more. 

She ever after retained thofe 
great qualities which firft placed her 
©h 2 throne ; and while the extra- 
ordinary Prince, her hufband, la- 
boured for the reformation of his 
male fubjegts, the ftudied in her turn 
the improvement of her own fex, 
She altered their drefles, intrody- 
ced mixed affemblies, infltituted an 
erder of female knighthood; and 
at length, when fhe had greatly 
filled all the ftations ot Emprefs, 
friend, wife, and mother, bravely 
- without regret ; regretted by 
all, 


A View of the feveral Letters which 
have appeared in the public Papers. 
From the PusLic ADVERTISER. 

Ad Nii-Sganus, after fo many re- 

ports of his death, and that 

only his ghoft appears, thinks it 
incumbent upon him to prove him- 
felf alive, which he does with a 
witnefs, by a fet of fevere and even 
witty remarks on his antagonifts, 
their motives and writings. He 
fays he will continue to laugh at his 
antagonifts and their patrons, at 
leailt twice a week; at the former as 
illiberal and brutal writers, and at 
the latter as abfurd, ridiculous, and 
infufficient ftatefmen. 

7. J. in anfwer to Philanglia, ob- 
ferves that Philanglia fays, ** that 
*< the Favourite’s purchafe in a 
* neighbouring county coft ninety- 

feven thoufand pounds, (wherein 

Philanglia is not accurate, er- 

ring on the fide of excefs) and 

this is twice as much as his appa- 
rent income hath been for ten 

** years back.” 

Firft, I happen to know, and I 
think may tell, that this eftate being 
conveyed tothe Favourite under a 
large incumbrance created by the 
laft proprietor for the fake of a con- 
venient addition of territory, and 
ftipulated to remain at five per 
cent for a certain term of years, 
neither is, nor could be, compleatly 
paid for at this moment. 

Secondly, I would civilly afk Phi- 
langlia whether he will undertake 
to know that the whole of this pur- 
chafe was made to the ufe of the 
Favourite and his heirs, or that 
fome part of the pur¢hated eftate 
might not be bought with truft- 
money, and transferred to the truf- 
tees of Mr. Wortley’s will, the 
profits in the mean while belong- 
ing to the Favourite and his Lady ? 

All this ferves but to fhew the ini- 
quity as well as nonfenfe of fcru- 
tinizing into the circumftances of 
private perfons, in order to charge 
a man with the guilt of peculation. 

Mutt I labour through another 
article or two of feminine fcandal ? 
Philanglia fuppofes that the Favou- 
rite has cruelly difpoffefled and 
turned adrift many poor cottagers 
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in the courfe of his Taite-improve- cal Cavillers, with a view to excul- 
ments. In faét, two cottagers only pate Anti-Sejanus, from the charge 
have been yet removed, who are of infolence and falfehood. 
rovided for in other neighbouring 4 Conflitutional Writer, endeavours 
dwellings, repaired for their recep- to refute the charges againit Lord 
tion : And the like humanity will B » particularly that of his hav- 
be obierved towards others whofe ing defeated the D— of B—d’s mi- 
abodes may ftand in the way of con- niitration, by under-handed manage. 
venience or amufement. What ment in the clofet; nay, he refts hie 
gentleman in England might not defence on his M——y, who it feems 
thus good-humouredly exercife his has declared that he was never bi- 
legal rights, without comments in affled by Lord B—, in public affairs. 
print upon his conduét, except this = Anti-Sejanus mauls again, his va- 
vilified Nobleman, whofe peculiar rious antagonifts, under the fhadow 
infelicity itis toftand ina fituation of a vifion of a certain Hland, 
which the mafters of his traducers wherein they are, after death pu- 
would give their teeth to attain. nifhed in a manner adequate to their 
Once more, and 1 have done. feveral demerits and whereto he is 
Philanglia hath feen a letter from wafted by fleep: It is remarkable 
the prefent Mr. Wortley Montague, (fays he) that the punifiments 
evho is flarving in the Eaft, and in inflited upon them, bore a ftron 
the deepeft horror and dread of leaving relemblance to the crimes of which 
feveral unbappy children to firuggle they had been guilty. One of them, 
avith hunger andthirfi, cold and na- a poor, nervelefs, feeble creature, 
kedne/s. who called himfelf A Conftitutional 
The noble perfon vilified would Writer, was condemned to crawl u 
be fhocked at any defence of him, ahill, with two brats (like a sypfey 
which refted in refle€tions upon that at his back, and two old % lows 
entleman. Indeed he needs not leaning upon his fhoulders: As foon 
fuch a defence. ‘The gentleman as ever he had got upon a little emi- 
fucceeded upon his father’s deathto nence, either the ground gave way, 
a fettled eitate of 800]. a year in or his foot flipped, and down he 
Leicefterfhire ; afum of eight thous tumbled with this unmerciful load 
fand pounds flipped to him — upon him: Brutus, my polite and 
an hole in his father’s will; and he candid antagonift, was employed it 
now receives a neat annuity of two tilting at a hideous figure, which ke 
and twenty hundred pounds per had carved out for himfelf in 4 
annum, and is intitled to his featin rock; and by the force and vio- 
Parliament, whenever he pleafes to lence with which he ran at it, was 
take it. ever aud anon driven back, and 
As to his feveral unhappy chil+ foufed over head and ears into a 
dren, defcribed in a ftrain of me- pit of ordure: The delicate Mife 
chanical tragedy, which I cannot P/eudos was condemned to water 
ftay to noté as it deferves, his fa-~ againft the wind, which blew it back 
mily knows of three and no more ; into his eyes and mouth: Poor Mr. 
and thefe are what the world calls J. J. was fcrubbing a blackmoor 
natural children. One of them, a white, and it pitied me to fee how 
daughter, was placed by the gentle- he puffed and toiled to no purpofe : 
man in a convent at Rome. The The Writer from Spittalficlds was 
other two, who are fons, Lady B. weaving a minifterial tiffue of Spi- 
his fifter, hath engaged herfelf to der-filk, and kept a c/aé of thefe 
her brotherto take careof. The dirty, creatures to {pin for him ; bat 
eldeft of the boys is now upon the as foon as ever he had finithed a 
foundation at Weilminfter fchool ; piece with incredible labour, fome 
and the youngeft is fet forthin the little fluttering infect or other 
navy under the care of Captain brufhed it in a moment into no- 
Ruthven. | thing. I faw feveral other of my 
A Bye-fander ftates the flate of . antagonifts who were condemned to 
the cafe between the prefent politi- endlefs and unprofitable pain ; fome 


were 





































680 AView of the feveral Letters which bave appeared in the public Papers, 


were employed in blowing up dzé- 
bles ; others in building cattles from 
the roof downwards: ‘There was in 

eneral fomething highly ridiculous 
in their undertakings, which was 
not a little aggravated by the grave 
and folemn manner with which 
they fet about it: Altogether, it 
was fo extravagant a fcene, that it 
was impoflible for me to keep my 
countenance, & refrain from laugh- 
ing : This drew upon me the refent- 
ment of my furious enemies, who 
flew at me ina body, and I donot 
know what might have happened, 
if I had not providentially waked, 
and found myfelf fnug in my wicxer 
Chair, at my lodgings in St. Giles’s, 


An boneft Hibernian, on occafion 


before he had it in his power to pive 
me thofe folid marks of his efteem, 
for which my heart fecretly panted, 
my hopes of receiving them were 
far from being overthrown. His 
good opinion was a {ure introduc- 
tion to that of every one dear to 
him, which I foon improved into the 
moit unbounded confidence, by ad- 
hering fleadily tothe fame conduc 
that had originally obtained it. To 
rivet this confidence ftill clofer, I 
contrived to rife fuch a jealoufy in 
the breafts of thofe on whom I had 
fixed my hope, againft the reft of 
their family, and exerted myfelf fo 
anxioufly and effectually to guard 
againit dangers of my own devifing, 
that they foon came to think as high- 


of the two Vice-Treafurer-fhips of ly of my abilities as of my virtue, 


Ireland being kept vacant, obicrves 
it would be better to let them re- 
main fo, fince the gentlemen gene- 
rally appointed, make it a perfect 
fine-cure, knowing nothing of Ire- 
Jand or its ‘T'reaiure, the difpofal of 
which (eight hundred thoufand 

ds per annum) may and has 
been made ufe of by Muinifters to 
corrupt or reward their creatures, 
and the oppreflion of Ireland may 
be the forerunner to the lofs of 
Enelifh Liberty. 

Tyre endeavours to perfuade the 
ladies to lay afide wearing their 
enormous hats at the Play-houfes, 
which deprive many fpectators not 
only of feeing their fine faces; but 
alfo of a proper view of the ac- 
tors. 

From the GazeTTeEer. 

4. Marvel ia a dialogue in the 
fhades between Cardinal de B—., 
_and the Earl of B » two dead 
ftatefmen, makes the Earl of B——- 
give the following account of his 
rife to favour: ‘* i owed my rife to 
. favour, as well as you; but that fa- 
vour was obtained by means moft 
‘contrary to thofe by which you rofe. 
_A well-timed difplay of learning, 
-and a modeft profeffion, contra- 
dicted by practice, of the ftri€teft re- 
gard to every duty of moral virtue 
and religion, gained me the efteem 
_ of a Prince, who poffeffed himfelf in 
a moft eminent degree, every virtue 
that dignifies the human foul. Tho’ 
I had the misfortune to lofe him, 





and being perfwaded of my fidelity, 
fubmitted themfelves implicitly to 
my direction in every thing. The 
firft ufe I made of this influence was 
to initil into them a diflrult of eve- 
ry one, whol thought might ever 
leflen my confequence with them. 
by infinuating diftantly, not what 
they probably would, but what they 
pofiby could do; at thevery time that 
l feemed moft defirous to ftrengthen 
their intereft, by attaching to them 
all thofe, whofe rank and abilities 
might do them fervice ; while in re- 
ality I excluded every one, who was 
not of my own principles, and as 
I thought, infeparably attached to 
myfelf. It was impoflible in the 
courfe of fuch tranfactions, not to 
meet fome difagreeable rubs from 
perfons, who thought themfelves of 
{uperior confequence in the ftate, 
and therefore {corned to ftoop to my 
influence. But this was far from 
doing me differvice. On the con- 
trary, I had theaddrcfs to make my 
patrons think every advance made 
to them the effect of my manage- 
ment; and every flight fhewn to 
me, an iniult offered to themfelves ; 
as an inftance of which! made them 
conceive an implacable averfion to 
one of the ableft fervants their family 
ever had, becaufe he refufed to be- 
tray the confidence of his friends, in 
order to ferve acreature. of mine. 
On a foundation Jaid with fuchlabour 
and fuccefs, who would not have 
thought he mightfafely build the moft 
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fanguine hopes ? Who can avoid 
feeling a difappointment fo unex- 
pated = 

From the Pustic Lepcer. 

An Enemy to Fobbers has fome 
fhrewd remarks, proves we had 
wheat enough in hand for our fup- 

ly, when the importation was al- 
owed, that the imported corn was 
bad, and not ufed for bread, and 
that the price rifing is folely owing 
to the tricks of the Corn-jobbers. 

An honefi Man, on occafion of the 
Dutch Government, according to 
report, going to pay off feven hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of their debts, 
confiders, in a very long letter, the 
effect it may haveupon our funds, 
which he fees in a very alarming 
aad ‘* What a helplefs’and de- 
plorable creature (fays he) is the 
man of a large eflate, upon which 
every one of his furrounding neigh- 
bours has a very heavy mortgage! 
or, on the contrary, how profperous, 
affluent, powerful and happy, is the 
man who, befides a good eftate of 
his own, has great mortgages on 
thofe of every one of his neighbours. 
The cafe is exactly the fame with 
nations as individuals: and if my 
good countrymen will but look at- 
tentively in the true mirrour of po- 
licy, they will fee the former is the 
condition into which Great Britain 
has already got, and the latter that 
into.which Holland is getting apace. 
Yet we are valuing ourfelves on the 
powers of credit fo abufed; and 
perhaps fome of us are fimple enough 
to think it is of infinite advantage 
to us, that the Dutch are transfer- 
ring to us the burthen of fo many 
State-Creditors, whom we are toil- 
ing and taxing ourfelves for the 
powers of maintaining in idlenefs 
and opulence in the countries to 
which they belong. 

Public, like private Crédit, is ne- 
ver to be made ufe of but in cafes of 
neceflity, and then with all the cir- 
cum(pection that can poflibly be ap- 
plied. In fhort, ftanding-debts, 
itanding-armies, and ftanding par- 


‘\ liaments, are ali alike in effeét un- 


‘conftitutionai, and to be confidered 
as evils that depend on one another. 
They were all originally but otca- 
fional, that is, when neceffiiy made 
them requifite: and though the con- 
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ftitutional A& of Settlement, has 
made the annual affembling of Par- 
liaments indifpenfible, yet has it not 
pre{cribed they fhould be annual 
feffions only of long Parliaments : 
and had Parliaments of late been 
new chofen for every meeting, as 
was the original practice and inaten- 
tion, we fhould not have been at the 
pafs we now are, from fine-fpnn 
ichemes of wicked policy ; but have 
learned at leaft to know, as well as 
our neighbours the Dutch do, that 
to have all Europe our debtors 
would be to be in a fate of affluence, 
power, profperity and fecurity ; but 
to have them all our creditors is to 
be in a condition, in all points, the 
reverfe ; yet have we unhappily been 
made to think, that lending to others 
is a great political crime, and bore 
rowing of all others to be the height 
of political wifdom and virtue, 

“© We have had fucceffions of fuch 
pur-blind Statefmen as. thought all 
minitfterial merit confifted in finding 
Out ways and means to mortgage for 
the fake of fquandering, and to 
fquander for the fake of mortgaging, 
without any other precaution than 
that of purchafing needful fanctions 
and approbations; and yet all the 
while have we been made to wonder 
at the wifdom of Government! 
Which has generally confiited, as 
underftood, of a fet of minifters go- 
verning by a cabal; often ating 
under the influence of the moit 
worthlefs of human beings, and on 
fuch generally beitowing the trutts 
and favours of the State. 

Humanus {uppofes, as corn in- 
creafes in price, the confequence 
will be hoarding amongft the rich 
farmers, every ipecies of artifice 
amongtt dealers, & diitrefs throagh- 
out the whole nation. ‘* He ob- 
ferves, public neceflity naturally fu- 
perfedes all individuals rights; be- 
caufe there cannot, nor fhould be, 
any right in individuals to diftrefs 
a whole community : and obedience 
to ftarve can be exacted trom no 
people whatever, nor 1s 1t what we 
fee the mo defpotic Governments 
upon earth can with fafety or impu- 
nityimpofe. It is what is not borne 
in Turky or Barbary, by a flavith 
people ; and much le(s ought it to be 

expected 


















































expeéted to be endured in Great 


Britain. 
“* God Almighty has been pleafed 
to fend a plentiful harveft of bread- 
corn'to the kingdom: and ought 
then the effeéts of a famine to be 
endured for the indulgence of craft 
in men whofe very dealings are ille- 
gal ; or for the gratifications of aya- 
rice in thofe whofe circumftances 
& ftations itought mott to difgrace ? 
~ Was' it a convenitnce indulged 
by no more than @ mere temporary 
hardthip enduréd by the body of the 
community, it would admit of fome 
plea of palliation ; but it has by the 
‘force of Combination been now felt 
for near the {pace of two years; 
during which time accurfed avarice 
has been indulged in fo infamous a 
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no temptation of price hitherto has 
induced hoards to be parted with 
that are even perifhing in the heap; 
and therefore high time it muft 
now be for applying the axe to the 
root of focrying an evil, by remov- 
ing every poflible temptation to its 
continuance in future. 

This may be fully effeéted in 
the next feffion of Parliament, by 


at which the bounty is paid upon 
corn for exportation: and till fuch 
a meafure can be taken, for the fafe- 
ty of our Commiérce, and for the 
good of the State, it muft be hoped 
the powers now in the hands of 
Government for prohibiting the ex- 
portation will temporarily be ap- 
plied, as the only means that Gan 
be ufed for preventing a national 
‘calamity : and it is what we fhould 
expect the Miniftry will do, as well 
for their own credit as for the good 
of tye State. 
From theSt. James’s CHRONICLE. 
W. examines an affertion of An- 
ti-Sejanus, in favour of the minif- 
try, relative to their liquidation of 
-the debt due from the Court of 
France, for the maintenance of the 
French prifoners, ** What (fays he) 
does there appear in this tranfaétion 
»Of glory to the minifters concerned 
in it? If fix hundred and fifty thou- 
fand pounds by faving the ‘* diffi- 
culties and delay, winch would at- 
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tend a compleat liquidation of ac- 


degree, that, itis pofitively averred, ] 


properly lowering the limit of price deb 


ounts, ’ as the words ftand in the 


réfolution, (of the Commons) was, 
in truth, better than amillion liable 
to difcuffions, the honour of ajuft 
prsferpace is due to the Houle of 


ommons, and not to the minifters. 


But if any one fhould think, as ma- 
ny perhaps may have done, that the 
refolution of the houfe might have 
been different, had the 
the Secretaries of State, and the an- 
{wers to them, been laid before it 
with the accounts, fo that it could 
have ‘taken an entire view of the 
fubje&t, what muft all fuch fay to 
the 


etters of 


lory of the minifters, and the 
boat of Anti -Sejanus? Nothing 
elfe, but that the glory is real igno- 
miny, and the boaft direct info- 
ence. 

Take the matter in the moft fa- 
vourable way for the minifters. 
They had a fum to call in for the 
‘nation of a folvent party. They 
ftate it, we will fay, at a million: 
It leffens one third, or more, under 
their management. Can they, af- 
ter this, pretend even to the merit of 
a notable attorney, who recovers of 
his client the whole of a precarious 

ebt ? : 

Libertas obferves, ‘‘ That in order 
to preferve our invaluable conftitu- — 
tion, the firft neceffary ftep is, that 
the legiflative and executive powers 
be feparated from each other ; and 
that both preferve, unbiaffed, aud 
unmolefted, their diftinét privileges. 
He ‘fhews how this muft be done, 
and then concludes, ** Some may 
here afk, What are the fymptoms of 
this political diforder ? How are we 

to know when one branch of Go- 
vernment ufvrpsan illegal dominion 
over the other two? I will tell you. 

---When the upper-houfe may be 

crouded with Peers, created from 

men of property, integrity, and po- 

ularity, hs might rene too plain 
in the Jower-houte. hen a third 
part of the line of the commons, or 
more, is made from the collateral 

branches of the lords: When a 

band of penfioners is kept, at a very 

great expence, to turn the {cale 
within doors, and to over-awe thofe 
who dare to think for themfelves 

without 
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without doors: when reprefentatives 
of the people, in their public acts, 
run diametrically oppofite to the 
fentiments and real interefis of their 
conftituents : When they turn about 
with every ftate weather-cock, and 
blow hot and cold with the fame 
breath ; conforming always mott 
complaifantly with the Ins, be they’ 
the Military, the Patrician, or the 
Plebeian order : When public mea- 
fures are notonafaltuary footing, & 
the attention of the people isdrawn 
more to men than things: When 
the revenue of the Crown,-and the 
gratification of private perfons, are 
more regar’ed than public tranqui- 
lity, and public profperity: When 
you fee thefe appearances—mark 
them—think on them—and then 
arife, ye honeft patriots! {peak like 
men in behalf of yourfelves, your 
children, your laws, your liberiies, 
your country. 

From Luoyp’s Evenine Post. 

_ Germanicus lays, the deputy pay- 
matters, contractors, commiffaries, 
and purveyors of hofpitals, have 
been the greateft gainers by the late 
War. 

Amicus Chriftianus cenfares a prace 
tice of the Methodifts, who have a 
fhort and eafy way of {fatisfying 
themfelves of their lot in a future 
life. by drawing cards whereon texts 
of fcripture are written; and if not 

leafed with their firft drawing, a 
econd is allowed them. 

From the Lonpon Eveninec Post. 

Anglicus pleads that the voice of 
the people fhould be followed:in the 
repeal of the excife on cyder. 
| An Old Whig, after obferving that 
the freedom of elections, the fre- 
quency, independency, and inte- 
grity of Parliaments, were almoft 
wholly negleéted at the revolution, 
fays, “* The claim of right, declares, 
indeed, that Elections ought to be 
Sree; that freedom of Speech and de- 
bates ought not to be impeached, or 
quefiioned, out of € arliament ; and that 
Parliaments ought tobe held frequently. 
——But fuch declarations, however 

folemnly made, are nothing better 
than pompous trifles, if they ftand 


alone, productive of no good ; and 


thus far productive of ill, that 
they ferve to amufe mankind, in 


points of the greateft importance, 
and wherein it concerns them the 
moft nearly neither to be deceived, 
nor fo much as amufed. Thefe were 
rights no doubt, to which the nation 
had an indifputable claim. But 
then they ought to have been more 
than claimed ; fince they had been 
fo often and fo lately invaded, That 
they were not more thah claimed ; 
that they were not effectually aflerted 
and fecured at this time, gave very 
feat diflatisfaction to the haneit 
higs of thofe days, who made 
lond complaints on that occafion ; 
who faid, and infifled on it, that 
there could be no real Se:tlement, 
nay, that it was a jeff to talkof a 
Settlement till the manner and time of 
calling Parliaments, and their fitting 
when called, were fully determined; 
and this in order to prevent the 
ractice of keeping one and the fame 
Parliamet So long on foot, till the majo- 
rity was corrupted by offices, gifts, 
& penfions. ‘They infifted, that the 
affurances given at the Revolution 
had led them to think, that rhe an- 
cient legal a, of annual chofen Par- 
liaments would have been immediately 
reflored, and the particular circum- 
ftances of King William, who had 
received the Poi by gift of the 
people, and who had renewed the orve 
ginal contra with the people, were 
urged as particular reafons for the 
nation to expeé his compliance,” 
Pro Patria fays, ** If we were to 
re-confider and examine the actions 
of all the adminiftrations for this 
century paft, we fhould find that the 
people have been gulled and treated 
like affes by almoft every one of 
them ; they have made laws de- 
ftructive to their liberties ; they have 
made laws that have taken away 
their rights ; and they have proceed- 
ed fo long in this way, that the peo- 
ple have now only the form or 
“‘fhadow of any right & liberty left. 
It is therefore high time for the peo- 
ple to rouze themfelves out © the 
fhameful lethargy with which they 
have been feized, and to be awake 
to théir own interefts. They have 
loft fhort Parliaments, which was 
their indubitable right; they have 
fuffered Magna Charta to be rent 
& torn by the arbitrary laws of Ex- 
: 4a Pz cife ; 
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cife ; & tho’ they ftill retainthe mode without the aid of exaggeration $ . 
or form of their legiflative capacity, little, therefore, is needed to fhew> 
they have loft the {pirit and eflence that the prefent Adminiftration 
of it. Their conititution is, by ought to fupply thefe deficiencies 
corruption, become fo very rotten, of their predeceffors in office, pre- 
that, if they do not immediately ferably almoft to every thing = 
fall upon fome method of reftoring ac all events, previous to remon- 
it, it will be totally lott. ftrances for jullice made in a tone 
and {train which fpeak a determina- 
Extra from th Norru Briton. tion to exattit. And it is with the 
umber 170. utmoit fatisfaction that I can al- 
_  fure the public, that the Miniftry 
TP HE very defencelefs flate in have already fet about removing 
which the nation (confidered as thofe obftacles which bonnd their 
including her colonics) was left by hands with fuch adamantine chains. 
the Jate Adminiitration, made it They have given orders that our 
abfolutely neceflary for the prefent. ftrong fortrefles of Gibraltar and 
Miniftry to take proper fteps to put Portmahon fhall be immediately 
the Britith dominions ina ref{pect- provided with what they are {o ex- 
able condition, before they could tremely much in need of, a recruit 
confiltently purfue fuch meafures, of military ftores; they have di- 
as men who have really the honour reéted an augmentation of our na- 
and intereft of their country at val force upon the coaft of Africa, 
heart, muit neceffarily adopt. If and particularly in the river Sene- 
they had proceeded otherwife, if gal; they have ifflued. their com-: 
they had entered into. negotiations mands for an addition to our fic *ts 
with that degree of {pirit which the on the ftations of Nova Scotia and. 
indignities we have met with de- the Weft-Indies ; they have fent 
mand, but which the fituation they proper precautionary inftruétions 
found us in would not admit of, to our Governors and Commanders 
they might have been then, indeed, in Chief abroad; and, finally, they- 
molt juitly accufed of ignorance have every where taken the necef- 
and inexperience ; becaufe fucha fary meafures in order to put our 
proceeding would have expofed dominions in fo good a pofture of 
their own reputations, and haveen- defence, as to prevent all danger of 
dangered the fecurity of the na~ a furprize in any place, in cafe the 
tion. — Burt, while Portmahon and jnevitable circumftance of a rup- 
Gibraltar were 1a want of a due ture fhould enfue from the refuial 
proportion of military flores, while of France and Spain of a ftriét ad- 
Africa was fo poorly guarded, while herence to every article of the laft 
the important ilations of Nova Sco- treaty. 
tia and the Leeward Iflands were Thus the Parliament, when they 
provided with fuch {mall {quadrons meet, wili find the nation in the fi- 
2s the late Minittry thought fit to twation it is the duty of every Mi- 
crder into commiflion in thofe feas, niftry to keep itin—I mean, a fitue 
end while we had only a right to ation that will render us refpectable 
{ xteen thoufand failorsinour fleets, ia peace, and formidable in war. 
it would furely have been ateme- They will find that France and 
x ty bordering on a treafon to the Spain have either fatished our juft 
flate, to have even hazarded arug- demands, or have demonitrated 
ture in a condition fo weak and fuch an inflexible perfeverance in 
circum{cribed !---And, indeed, in injuftice, that mo hopes can be pols 
ell human probability, happy itis fibly entertained of obtaining re- 
for us that our Minifters have drefs in the way of remonttrance ; 
thought proper to aét on a more that fo the great aflembly in which 
pradent plan. our fovereignty refides, may give 
Thole who h:v2 had an opportue fuch farther advice as the honour of 


nity of being acquainted with the the kingdom, and the neceflity of 
{tate of things, very well know, the cafe may require. 
that 1 have reprefented thefe facts | 









































—< a aoe a = t 
ee Se 
-_ Leger aX >. 
eae 
2 ee ee ye 


wa 
Eo od 
es a “Ta - 


ae ow Ss * = te tee scence ~ = 
































i 













































































_France, 











The Wefiminfter Fournal. 


France, indeed, does appear a 
little more tractable of late, and 
feems to have counfelled her coufin 
of Spainto lower her f{waggeriag 
about the ranfom of the Manillas ; 
but fair and fpecious as it may look, 
our Miniftry are not to be couzen- 
ed out of their fenfes by the face of 
honefty. Not even the French fub- 
miffion to deftroy the Jettees of the 
harbour of Dunkirk (great as that 
fubmiffion really is!) can lull afleep 
an adminiftration whofe conduc 1s 
founded on the higheft Whiggifh 
principles that men can poilibly 
cherifh or imbibe. To this ob- 
fervation it prevents, perhaps I 
might have faid certainly is, that 
we are indebted for that altera- 
tion in ftile, and thofe feeming 
compliances, which cut fuch a 
flattering figure in the late dif- 

atches from Paris and Madrid; 

ut which, till all has been done 
that ought to be done, I can truly 
affert, is regarded by our minifters 
with an eye of fuperiative -con- 
tempt. Partial. performances of 
covenants, for the full compliance 
with which the Fdith and Honour 
of anation are pledged, will not 
content a Miniftry who are deter- 
Anined on the profecation of our In- 
tereits to the utmoit Extent. 


The WESTMINSTER JOURNAL 


By Tho. Touchit, of Spring Gar- 
ens, £/9; : 
T HE general cuftom which pre- 


vails among all ranks of peo- 
ple, to trouble the news-papers with 
a ftate of their grievances, whenever 
they imagine there is the fmalleft 
foundation for complaint, has indu- 
ced me, tho’ no perfon, and univer- 
fally difclaimed by every individual 
in the kingdom, to fend you a little 
{ketch of my ftory; in hope that 
fome generous hand may kindly ex- 
tend itfelf in my favour, and raife 
me from that ftate of oblivion in 
which I have, for a long time, been 
buried, thio’ the unaccountable 
pride or malevolence of mankind. 
My name, you muft know, Mr. 
Touchit, is Inconfffency. My ancef- 
tors fwere Ignorance and Vanity, 
who came oyer into this country 


685 


long before the Conqueft, and were 
very nearly related to the principal 
families of the kingdom. In the 
civil wars, however, their defcen- 
dants fuffered fo very much, by fi- 
ding with the Crown, that my poor 
Grandfather, whofe name was Pre- 
fumption, at the time of the Revo- 
lution was obliged to be a humble 
hanger-on the prefs, and wrote Ja- 
cobite pamphlets for a livelihood, 
equally pas and precarious. 

To tell you the viciflitudes which 
I have undergone fince my arrival at 
maturity, would be a difagreeable 
trefpafs on your humanity : Suffice 
it, that I have of late years been ad- 
vifed to make an application to 
fome of my pu relations, who 
 ngy 4 held the firft offices of 

ate, for a decent provifion under 
the Government. With this view, 
I waited on the celebrated Mr. Pitt, 
when Secretary of State, and told 
him my name and family; he put 
on a ferious look, and faid he never 
before had heard of fuch a perfon, 
though at that very moment he was 
conquering America in Ge:many. 

Finding myfelf difappointed in 
a quarter where I expeéted to be re- 
ceived with tendernefs and efteem, 
1 applied to his Grace of Newcaf- 
tle, and mentioned numberlefs cir- 
cumftances of his relation to my fa- 
mily. My Lord Duke heard me 
with an impatience that, neverthe- 
lefs, had fomething of good-nature 
of it; and I began to hope that if 
he did nothing out of regard to my 
honour, he would at lJeaft provide 
for a kinfman, through a little re- 
gard for his own. Unhappily, how- 
ever, he afked me if I hada vote for 
a particular county in the Weft; to 
whieh replying in the negative, he 
gave orders for fifteen fhoulders of 
mutton to be laid down to the fire 
within five minutes of each other, 
and defired me to pack immediate- 
ly about my bufinefs. 

When thefe two great Perfonages 
were turned out of office, I thought 
my fortune eftablifhed, and ima- 
gined it impoffible but what the 
makers of a glorious peace, which 
gave away allour beit conqueits, 
would immediately recognize an 
unfortunate kinfman, fince it was 
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686 Moral Maxims and Reflexions.. 


in their power to give me one of 
the American Governments, which 
were then fent a begging among fe- 
veral inferior orders of the people : 
But the great Thane at once let me 
fee what I had to truftto. ‘* Sir, 
(fays he) itis impoflible you fhould 
be a.relation of mine; my family 
are all Scorch, and ’tis well known 
that the people to the northward of 
the Tweed are the moft confiftent 
fet of creatures exifting in every 
thing which concerns their own 
emolument.” even J 

After fuch a round of mortifying 
rejections, 1 at laft was for giving 
up all thoughts of profecuting my 
plan; when an old acquaintance 
advifed me to apply to our new Mi- 
nifters; affluring me they could not 
deny me any thing, as ever fince 
their advancement, they had invari- 
ably profecuted the fame fyitem of 


policy which had always been kept 


up by the power of my anceilors. 
ef Don't you fec (fays my friend) 
that with all their railings againit 
Lord Bute, they have religiouily 
adhered to every meafure of that 
Nobleman’s ; and tho’ when out of 
place they could declaim againft 
the loads laid upon the poor king- 
dom, they are atually going to 
encreafe thefe loads themlelves?” 
I was ftruck with the force of his 
arguments ; but, upon going to the 
houfe of a Noble Dake, I was in- 
formed that it was in vain to think 
of {peaking to his Grace, as-his time 


was fotaken up with fettling the - 


mecting at Newmarket, and the 
Meeting of Parliament. | 

Having now no other recourfe 
than an application of this nature 
to:the Public, I beg you will lay my 
fituation. before them. the very firit 
opportunity. "The fenfelefs roar of 
Political Cabals, and the everlafting 
exifternce of interefied parties, con- 
-vinces ame that I have a variety of 
relations in every clafs of the Peo- 
ple. Perhaps I-may fare better 
ameng the middling than among 
my kindred of a more exalted 
fiamps If Ido, you will be always 
entitled to-my beft thanks; and -[ 
fhall be always, with the moit un- 
ecafing gratitude. 

_. Your’s; &c. 
INCONSISTENCY, 


Moral Maxims and Reflexiens. 

M AN is the moft noble ftudy of 

man. Let him circle the globe, 
let him traverfe the tkies, and then, 
for fomething more worthy his no- 
tace, and admiration, return to him- 
felf. To himfelf he is a Theatre 
immenfe:. And was reputed fuch, 
when that theatre had much lets to 
exhibit, than, at prefent, it can 
boaft’; & whenit was but faintly illu- 
minated with the glimmering beams 
of far more feeble lights. The fo 
renowned Know thyjelf, was no- 
thing but a precept enjoining aclofe 
infpe€tion and furvey of this thea- 
tre ; yet, asto its author, it was 
held divine; and as to its praétice, 
the fupreme wifdom of man. That 
precept Is now exalted into an aw- 
ful command from heaven; and 
that theatre is confecrated into a 
venerable temple ; a temple of the 
holy {pirit. 

The Soul that is greatin itfelf, is 
fo in. defpight of fortune: he that 
can live virtuoufly, can live haps 
pily in the loweft ftate: he that des 
fires but little, has noneed of much : 
he that can defpife riches can de- 
{pife the infolence and pride of the 
rich: In one word, he that can 
command himfelf, needs be a flave 
to none, : ; 

Moral Pleafures, though faintly 
in. this imperfeé&t flate, yet, truly 
tafte of heaven; and what is more, 
infure that heaven of which they 
tafte. 3 

The word Virtue imports fome- 
thing, t know not what, that is 
more great and active than a man’s 
fuffering himfelf with a*%happy 
conititution -to be gently and qui- 
etly. conduéted by reafon. ‘I'he 
perfon, who from a mildnefs and 
fweetnefs of temper, fhould defpife 
injuries received, would perform a 
thing very amiable and commen- 
dable; but the man who, being 
provoked and enraged to the latt 
degree by fome great offence, fhould 
arm himfelf.with the weapons of 
reafon againft a furious thirit of re- 
venge, and after a great firiegle 
with himfelf, fhould at laft maiter 
his own paffion, would undoubiedly 


-do much more. The firft would ca 


.well, and the latter virtvoufly. One 
ation might te called Good-na- 
ture, the.oiher Virtue. SELECT 
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SELECT Pieces of Porrry. 


CONTEMPLATION: Arounda melancholy filencé reigns, 
An Ope. That prompts me to indulge the plain. 


Ontemplation, lovely fair, ort lay. 
Far from fcenes of noife and care, Here liv'd Eugenio, born of noble race, 


Evermore delights to dwell Aloft his manfion rofe ; around were 
In the ftill fequeiter’d cell : cen 

Lead me then, propitious power, Extenfive gardens deck’d with every 

To thy lonely rural bower ; grace, 

To the filent, fhady wood, Ponds, waiks, and groves thro’ all the 
To the rivulet’s dimpling flood : | feafons green,’ 

And, on fammer morhings, lead Ah, where is now its boafted 

To the ruffet heath or mead : fled ! beauty, 
To the cot’s plain fimple door, Proud turrets that once glitter’d in the 


The ploughman’s peaceful, happy floor : 


fky, 
Where Phyliis brings her loaded pail, And broken eatbinies} in confufion fpread, 
And young affe&tion lifps its tale ; 


A rude misfhapen heap of f 
Lead to dufky lanes or hades, Ot ened " pen heap of ruins lie, 
Where tail oaks lift high their heads : pienaid rooms no traces here are 


found : 
To the feat of happinefs, 
To the garden’s ov a recefs ; How P ° he thefe tottering walls by time 
Beds with pinks and rofes gay, Shace” de oa te th 
The pride afid béaft of June and May. 488 “ee + a ¢ thorn, with twining ivy 

Contemplation, nymph ferene, a ’ 

Guide to lawns, or uplands green, Once hung w ~~? tapeftry, with paint- 
Or near the promontory’s fid¢e—— ings grac 
Let me hear the roaring tide, In antient times, perhaps, where now I 
Hear old Ocean’s wild waves roll ; <== tread, ‘ 
Or the fad Knell flowly toll, Licentious Riot crown’d the midnight- 
Or, at gloomy hour of day, bowl, 14 
With me to the church-yard ftray, Her dainties Luxury pour’d, and Beauty 
And meditate among the dead ; fpread 
While the fexton plies his fpade, Her artful foares to captivate the foul. 
There perufe the time-worn ftones, Or here, attended by a chofei train 


Or, as he turns up human bonés, Of innocent “debght, true Grandeur 
Think on what I foon muft be, dwelt, 

Think on vaft eternity: Diffuffing bleffings o’er the diftant plain, 
Till torches diffipate the gloom, Health, joy, and happinefs by thoufands 


And the fable mourners come ; felt, 
*Till the venerable prieft, 

n his {nowy furplice dreft, Around now folitude unjoyous reigns, 
Lroudly bezins the folemn lines, No ——? chariot hither marks the 


And “ duit to duft,” at length configns, 
Hail! matron lovely, tho” demure, No sine “with cheerful hopes the needy 


Eve? chafte and ever pure, fwains 

Diffufe thy balm into my breaft, At the once-bounteous gate their vifits 
Bring with thee happinefs and ‘reft : pay. 

Sooth ¢ach melancholy figh, Where too is now the garden’s beauty 


Teach me to five, and teach to die! 


fied, 7 
An ‘ELEGY, written amen the Ruins of a Which weeny clime was ranfack’d te 
Nobleman’s Seat in Cornwall. fupply ? 
Midft thefe venerable dear remains O’er the drear fpot fee defolation {pread, 
Yn grandeur, mufing fad = Afia_ the difmantled walls in ruins lie. 
ray 5 ; 
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Dead wot the trees that once with niceft 


peo “4, from opening blofioms thed 
perfume, 
And thick with fruitage ftood, the pen- 
dent pear, 
The ruddy-colour’d peach, and gloffy 
plumb. 
Extiné is all the family of flowers: 
In vain I feek the arbour’s cool retreat, 
Where antient friends in converfe pafs’d 
the hours, 
Defended from theraging dog-ftar’s heat, 
Along the terrafs-walks are ftraggling 
fe 


een 
The prickly bramble, and the noifome 
weed, 
Beneath whofe covert crawls the toad ob- 
- fcene, 
And fnakes and adders unmolefted 
breed. 
The groves, where pleafure walk’d her 
rounds, decay, 
The ease untill ‘da barren af pect 
And whee ‘the fprightly fawn was wont 
to play 
O’ergrown with heath, a dreary wafte 


in jcindir wide-extended vale. below, 
Where ofiers fpread, a pond capacious 


ftood ; 
From far, by art the ftream was taught to 
flow 
Whofe liquid ftoresfupplied th’ unfail- 
ing fio 
Oft here the filent angler took his place, 


. Intent to captivate the fcaly fry-—— 
But — now are all the numerous 


Dumbi is ste fountain, & the channel dry, 


- Here — ye Great! behold th’ uncertain 


Of fas 0 grandeur—Dbeauty, firength, 
and power, 
Alike are fubje& to the ftroke of fate, 
And flourith but the glory of an hour, 


Virtue alone no diffolution fears, 


Still permanent, tho’ ages roll away ; 
Who builds on herimmortal bafis, rears 
A fuperftructure time can ne’er decay, 
The CHEAT'’s Arotrocy 
OOK round thewide world each pro- 
feffion, you'll find, 


~ Hath fomething difhoneft, which myf- 


t'ry they call ; 


- Each knave points another, at home is - 


ftark blind, 
Except but his own, there’s a cheat ia 
them all : 
When tax’d with impofture t 
he’ ll evade, 





And a? pretend he but lives by 7 
@ his trade, ‘. : 


e . 
av ses ME 
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SELECT PIECES of Poetry, 


The — ambitious (like Philip’s great 
on, 
Who wept when he found no more 
- mifchief to do) 
Ne’er fcruples a neighbouring realm to 
o’er-run, 
While flaughters and carnage his fabre 
imbrue, 
Of rapine and murder the charge he’ll 
evade, 
For conqueft is glorious, and fighting his 
trade, 
The ftatefman, who fteers by wife Ma- 
chiavel’s rules, 
Is ne’er to be known by his tongue or 
his face ; 
They’re traps by him us’d to catch credu- 
lous fools, 
And breach of his promife he counts no 
difgrace ; 
But policy calls it, reproach to evade, 
For flatt’ry’s his province, cajoling his 


trade, 
The prieft will inftrué& you this world to 
defpife, 
With all its vain pomp, for a kingdom 
on high; 
While earthly preferments are chiefly his 
prize, 
And all his purfuits give his doétrine 
the lye; 
He'll plead you the gofpel, your charge to 
evade : 
The lab’rer’s entitled to live by his 
. trade, 
The a as oft on the wrong fide as 
right 


7 tortures for fee the true fenfe on 


While black rm by fophiftry proves to be 
white, 
And falfhood and perjury lifts in his 
_ Caufe ; 
With fteady affurance all crime will evade: 
His client’s his care, and he follows his 
trade, 
The fons of Machaon, who thirfty for gold 
The patient paft cure vifit thrice ina day, 
Write haa the Parmacop league to up- 
old 
While poverty’s left to difeafes a prey ; 
Are held > repute for their glitt’ring pa- 
rade: 
Their pratice is great, and they fhine in 
their trade, 
Since then in all ftations impofture is 
' found, 
No one of another can juttly complain ; 
The coin he receives will pafs current 
around, 
And where he is coufen'’d he coufens 
again : 


g 
ee I, who for cheats this apology made, 





at myfelf by my thyming, and ftarve 
by my trade, 


